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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN-AMERICAN PRIENDSHIP WEEK IN ALGIERS 

1 . PAST WEEK HAS PROVIDED WARMEST ATMOSPHERE IN ALGERIAN- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS SINCE 1967 BREAK AND SYMBOLIZES SIGNIFICANT 
NEW MATURITY IN ALGERIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD US. 

2. SPECIPICALLY, WEEK SAW: 

A. IN UNPRECEDENTED ACT, ALGERIANS PUBLISHED 

TEXT OF SECRETARY'S 25 MAY MESSAGE TO BOUTEPLIKA ON PRONT PAGE 
OP OPFICIAL PRESS TWO DAYS ALTER DELIVERY. 

B. ALGERIANS THEN PUBLISHED SUBSTANTIVE EXCERPTS PROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER 28 MAY LETTER TO BOUMEDIENE ON PRONT PAGE OP OPPICIAL PRESS, 
AGAIN ONLY TWO DAYS ALTER DELIVERY. BOUMEDIENE REPORTEDLY 
EXTREMELY PLEASED AT TONE AND SUBSTANCE OP LETTER. 
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C. US PROPOSAL POR SECRETARY/BOUTEPLIKA MEETING RECEIVED 
IMMEDIATE BOUTEPLIKA YES, INCITED GREAT INTEREST 

AND CONSIDERABLE ALGERIAN PREPARATION, AND OCCASIONED 
PAVORABLE COMMENT AND EXCELLENT LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE. 

(EXAMPLE OP LATTER CAME WHEN EMBOPF MENTIONED TO 
POREIGN MINISTRY OPPICIAL THAT REPORT OP MEETING HAD 
BEEN LIMITED TO ARABIC PRESS; OFPICIAL RESPONDED THAT 
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OMISSION HAD BEEN NOTED AND THAT MINISTRY HAD ORDERED 
REPORT INSERTED FOLLOWING DAY IN ERENCH-LANGUAGE PRESS; 

IT WAS.) 

D. ON BOUTEFLIKA'S PERSONAL INSTRUCTIONS, GOA 

1 JUNE RELEASED THE FIVE AMERICANS HELD ON DRUG CHARGES IN ORDER, 
WE ARE REPEATEDLY TOLD, TO "EXEMPLIFY EMERGING GOOD 
RELATIONS". 

E. ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE TO US MAOUI DEPARTED 
1 JUNE EOR US, FORTIFIED BY TOASTS AT CHARGE'S FAREWELL 
DINNER AND PLEDGES AT AIRPORT STRESSING "NEW ERA" IN 
ALGERIAN/AMERICAN RELATIONS. 

EM ALGERIANS WENT ALL OUT FOR VISIT OF DEPUTY ASSISTNAT 
SECRETARY CHAPMAN 31 MAY - 2 JUNE, PROMOTING CHAPMAN TO 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY IN MEDIA COVERAGE, PROVIDING HIM 
PRESIDENCY LIMOUSINE WITH FLAG, DIVERTING FORMIN DIRECTOR 
OF CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS FROM VISITING SOVIET 
DELEGATION TO ATTEND EVERY MEETING, ACCEPTING WITH LITTLE 
DEMUR MOST OF US POINTS ON CULTURAL ACCORD, AND GIVING VISIT 
PROMINENT NEWSPAPER AND TV COVERAGE. 

3. PAST WEEKS EVENTS DO NOT MEAN THAT ALGERIANS HAVE TURNED 
INTO COOPERATIVE ANGELS OR THAT THEY EVER WILL. AS WE 

HAVE STRESSED BEFORE, DEEP PHILOSOPHICAL AND PRAGMATIC 
DIFFERENCES WILL CONTINUE TO DIVIDE US. ALGERIANS HAVE 
HARD CONCRETE REASONS TO PROMOTE IMAGE OF 
AMERICAN/ALGERIAN COOPERATION: THEY NEED FRIENDS, 
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PARTICULARLY AT THIS MOMENT WHEN THEY ARE UNEASY OVER 
SAHARA; THEY NEED FAVORABLE FPC ACTION ON GAS CONTRACTS; 

THEY NEED ACCESS TO US FINANCING AND TECHNOLOGY. 

4. WE DO SUGGEST THAT THIS PAST WEEK'S CORDIALITY REFLECTS 
NEW MATURITY IN ALGERIA'S RELATIONS WITH US. 

5. TWO YEARS OF PATIENT WORK BY AMBASSADOR PARKER TO REDUCE 
SUSPICIONS AND BUILD CONFIDENCE HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED BY ADVENT 
OF NEW ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON. ALGERIANS PROFESS TO 
RELIEVE THAT NEW US LEADERSHIP APPRECIATES ALGERIA AND 
ALGERIAN VIEWPOINT ON ISSUES SUCH AS NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE 
AND SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND TO ACCEPT THAT US IS GENUINELY 
COMMITTED TO SEEKING PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST. RESULT HAS BEEN 
SIGNIFICANT EROSION OF ALGERIAN CONVICTION THAT EVERY 
AMERICAN ACTION IN REGION OR IN INTERNATIONAL ARENAS 

IS AIMED AGAINST ALGERIA AND STEMS FROM INNATE AMERICAN 
HOSTILITY TO ALGERIAN REGIME AND REVOLUTION. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


6. ALGIERS VISITS OF HABIB AND CLIFFORD AND OUR TAKING 
ALGERIANS MORE INTO OUR CONFIDENCE ON DIPLOMATIC 

MOVES IN MIDDLE EAST HAVE ACCELERATED THIS EROSION. ALGERIANS 
RECIPROCATED BY WARM WELCOMES FOR NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 
AND MEDICAL AND AGRICULTURAL TEAMS, BY ALGERIAN MESSAGE 
TO IRAQIS AND BY MODERATION AT MAPUTO. 

7. IN THIS ENVIRONMENT, ARRIVAL IN SAME WEEK OF LETTERS 
FROM SECRETARY AND PRESIDENT AND PROPOSALS FOR 
SECRET ARY-BOUTEFLIKA MEETING PROVIDED FINAL TOUCH TO 
PROCESS OF BUILDING BRIDGE TO ALGERIAN LEADERSHIP, AND 
RESULTED IN PAST WEEK'S ALGERIAN GESTURES. 

8. US/ALGERIAN RELATIONS ON MULTILATERAL ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL ISSUES WILL CONTINUE TO BE DIFFICULT, AND OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WILL HVE THEIR BAD MOMENTS TO 
COMPENSATE FOR THESE GOOD ONES. STALEMATE ON NORTH-SOUTH 
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DIALOGUE OR IN MIDEAST AND AFRICA AND FPC TURNDOWN OF 
GAS CONTRACTS COULD WELL REINTRODUCE SOUR NOTES INTO OUR 
RELATIONS. 

9. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT RECENT EVENTS REFLECT 
SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN REGIME'S MATURITY. CURRENT ATMOSPHERE 
SUGGESTS ALGERIANS UNLIKELY TO REVERT TO PAST OVERT AND 
AUTOMATIC HOSTILITY EXCEPT IN CASE OF MAJOR CONFLAGRATION 
IN MIDDLE EAST OR ERUPTION OF OPEN ALGERIAN/MOROCCAN 
CONFLICT. DIMINUTION OF ALGERIANS' FORMER BLIND SUSPICION 
AND INCREASE IN ALGERIAN MATURITY SHOULD PROVIDE TOLERABLE 
ATMOSPHERE FOR FUTURE DIALOGUE, REPLACING POISONOUS 
ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH OUR RELATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED 
FOR PAST TEN YEARS. LYNE 
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